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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the indigenous knowledge of coastal villagers in Trang province
regarding dugong. In-dept interview was used for coastal village philosophers by snowball sampling
and for team leaders of 5 coastal resource conservation groups by purposive sampling - a total of 40
interviewees. Qualitative analysis was used by coding the main issues and sub-issues of knowledge.
Indigenous knowledge about dugong was divided into two aspects: dugong biology (e.g. dugong
morphology, and breeding) and dugong behaviors (e.g. swimming, breathing, feeding, parental care of
calves, as well as social behavior and communication). Regarding dugong biology, the results of this
study found that coastal villagers had very good indigenous knowledge about dugong morphology.
Indigenous knowledge about breeding, however, was unclear because of the difficulty in observing the
behavior without using scientific knowledge and longitudinal studies. Moreover, regarding dugong
behaviors, coastal villagers had very good indigenous knowledge about swimming, breathing, feeding,
parental care of calves, and social behavior and communication. Results of the study clearly suggest
that indigenous knowledge should be combined with scientific knowledge for effective dugong and
seagrass conservation. Leaders of coastal resource conservation groups should be appointed as part of
the coastal resource management committee of public sector, not only to involve them as stakeholders
on co-management to support the planning and implementation of dugong and seagrass conservation,

but also to strengthen their power.

Key words: indigenous knowledge, Dugong, coastal villagers
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